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18 January 1861

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, several young ladies were present to make their confession of faith. All were
approved for membership except one who needed more catechetical instruction. This young lady,
Garda Perendina Pfanstiehl, was even offered the opportunity to receive private instruction from
the pastor. Members who were visited due to their lack of attendance at worship "found so many
faults and shortcomings on the part of the congregation, consistory, and pastor, that they could no
longer live in fellowship with the church." B. H. Ploeg was particularly a problem. Several
members presented resignations from the church. Revs. Nijkerk and Zwemer agreed to accept
preaching appointments at the church during the absence of the pastor in Pella, Iowa.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 153-155.
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ARTICLE 3 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee, which had been appointed to visit those members who
have been absent from divine worship services and are meeting separately, gave their
report. They met with Mrs. Knol, Schrader and wife, and with Ploeg. These members
declared that they found so many faults and shortcomings on the part of the congregation,
consistory, and pastor, that they could no longer live in fellowship with the church. Their
opinions were so strong that, when efforts were made to instruct them about their
misapprehensions, in anger they rebelled against the committee; and wished no further
contact. This was particularly true of the behavior of B. H. Ploeg. Others were not
visited by the committee, because, in the meantime, they had handed in resignations.
ARTICLE 5 — Brother te Roller informs the assembly that he had received the note of
indebtedness signed by J. Veeneklaasen, from P. van den Berg, and had handed the
document over to the chairman. The assembly judged that, because this note from the
late Miss Jenneke ter Vree had been assigned to D. te Roller on December 24, 1860, and
Veeneklaasen had declared that he is unable to pay the monies involved, Mr. D. te Roller,
as trustee, will be authorized to obtain a mortgage for this note, at 7% interest to be paid
off in three years.
ARTICLE 6 — A membership statement was received for Henderika Bolk, wife of J. van
Duuren, from Zeeland, dated April 29, 1860.
ARTICLE 7 — H. Rot, C. de Jong, A. J. Hesselink and wife, Jannes Vriege, G. Ijskes and
wife, Mrs. Boezel, and Elizabeth van Laar; all presented resignations from the church
fellowship.
ARTICLE 8 — The president informs the meeting that there is some discussion about the
establishment of a English/Dutch Reformed congregation. They request some competent
members of our congregation to join so that there will be sufficient male members who
can represent a congregation.
ARTICLE 9— Furthermore, the chairman informs the meeting that the Revs. Nijkerk and
Zwemer have accepted a preaching assignment here during the absence of the chairman
in Pella. The first-mentioned will preach on February 10 and the second on February 17.
Rev. Stobbelaar can also be approached.
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conviction that such offspring of children, even though they havé not yet made profession
of faith, should be baptized. The president was requesteijKisit these members and to
inform them of his misunderstanding of the situation, e 6ouraging them to make
profession of their faith.
ARTICLE 13— Since some of the members of"the congregation have for some time
withdrawn from the public worship of the ch"nrch, and, because others, including the
former elder Ploeg, have made themselves guilty of various sins and are now meeting
separately for worship, it was asked whe er or not these individuals should be dealt with
according to ecclesiastical discipline mil s. If not, should they be looked upon as no
longer members of the congregation, pince they have, in fact, placed themselves outside
of the church?
It was decided to appoint a comifiittee to visit these members, with the mandate to report
at the next consistory meeting. he committee consists of Keppel, Labots, and Wakker.
The meeting was closed by Brother Kamper.

Cl. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of January 18, 1861
All were present.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Present were Pietje van der Stel, Comelia Steketee, Jaantje Dijkema,
Agata Pieternella Schelleman, Adriana van der Tak, Gezine Streng, Helena Frederika
Pfanstiehl, and Garda Perendina Pfanstiehl; all of whom desire to be admitted to the table
of the Lord. After questioning, all of them were admitted, by a majority vote, with the
exception of Garda Perendina Pfanstiehl, who, because of her lack of knowledge
concerning the divine truths, could not be admitted. She was, however, admonished to
faithfully attend the catechism classes, and, in addition, the pastor offered to give her
private instruction on a weekly basis, if she so desires.
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ARTICLE 10— All of the brethren indicate that at the next communion service to be held
on Sunday, the 20th, they will be able to participate in a loving relationship with one
another.
The meeting was closed by Brother Broek, who led in prayer.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of April 12,,861
/
/
All members were present.
gi

itt

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, A. C. van Raalte.
fir
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes were read and approved.
,
ARTICLE 3 — A dispute between Binnekánt and de Weerd, involving a tax assessment,
led to the appointment of a committee/cif Wakker, Keppel, and te Roller, who are
assigned, if at all possible, to resolve,the controversy.
i
/
ARTICLE 4— Wiepke Diekema and his wife, Hendrikje Diekema, nee Stegeman, and
children, entered the meeting, dy‘iring to be received as members. They were formerly
members of the congregation but, due to circumstances, had gone along with the socalled Scottish church at Soutili Holland. They now, however, motivated by their own
convictions, wish to be acknówledged as members of this church. For some time, they
have been attending. It wa decided to agree to the request of these members, since they
are known to the brethren. However, because Rev. Schepers has refused to give them a
statement of membership(an inquiry will be made concerning their Christian conduct of
Rev. Schepers. The coq1mittee consists of Keppel, the pastor, and Wakker.
ARTICLE 5 — A me bership statement was received for Eelke Wierenga, nee van
Aardvark, from Musijegon, dated March 22, 1861.
ARTICLE 6— Brotljers Broek and Labots were appointed as delegates to classis, meeting
in Overijsel, on Ap il 17. The alternate for the first-named will be Kamper, and for the
last-named Wakke j. All of the brethren were requested to attend the sessions of the
entire classis.

